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The F zzzle. Alleged Plot Against Hati)
Ended in Choppy Sea

T By Art Harris _?;*v
s. . Wasninglon PostStaft Writes . -

MIAMl—He was a- novice melm .

cenary, sunburned and thirsty after:
three days at sea and one night in
jail, his first mission gone bust 630
miles short of the beachhead. And
now here he was inside the Super
Duper Sandwich Haven'downtown,
washing down the bile of misadven-
ture with a cold beer.

“I was just out there at sea getting
a tan,” he said with a wink. .

The beer-drinker, an unemployed
security guard freed on his own re-
cognizance after being arrested -last
week as a would-be Haitian invader, |
was a bit' player in -an exile soap
opera gone awry. He and 15 seasick
comrades are accused of plotting to
take on the Haitian army and topple
dictator Jean-Claude . (Baby Doc)
Duvalier, a plot, if true, that is part
Woody Allen, part Clint Eastwood.
- Such sagas-are. everyday affairs:i m
Miami, America's: Casablanca - of.
mystery, murder and. exile intrigue:
Plots -are forever hatchm;r fizzling

"and_hatching again, _amid _many
winks about CIA backing. But. the.

usual plotters are.Cubans-and Ni-:
caraguans out to overthrow.commu- |
nists back home, their. dreams fueled |
by a perception - of support fromr
W ashington. ﬂ %

* The Haitian exxles are taken l%s
seriously, For one thing, the United
States supports “Baby Doc.” For an-
other, the Haitians have a'réputation]

as gentle, docile’ people whoee plots
always fizzle. .

The leader of* last week’s two-boat
armada says that he weg takmg the
men to a paramilitary training camp
30 miles off Cuba, but whatever the
* purpose of - thesall it would ‘Rave-to,
e called a fizzle: It ended in choppy
seas 10 miles off Florida when the
Coast “Guard, acting on -a tip,
boarded two luxury cabin’ cruisers
and arrested the 16 for violating the
-US. Neutrality Act, which outlaws.
‘launching - coups - against- friendly
countries from American shores. Ten

of the men: remain-behind bars-on

_bonds as high as $250,000..:x:.: e - |

At a nearby table, three federal
-agents chomped - sandwiches and
glared, dismissing the alleged plot as
suicide. “You're alive drinking a beer
because of us,” sneered.one enforcer.
“We did them a favor,” said another.
“Baby  Doc’s - Leopard Battalion
would have strung them up by thelr
toes.”
; From his command post in a run-
+down stucco hacienda . near. the
Miami Baseball Stadium, Roland
. Magloire, 46, an ex-airline ticket
.agent-and nephew to a onetime Ha-’
-itian president; orchestrated the af-
fair, according to the self-styled lead-
er of the force, Benjamin Weissberg.
‘The house~ is' “headquarters’ - for
Magloire’s: exile political group, the
.Council for the Natlonal beeratlon
‘of Haiti (CNLH).. ,
~The--plans called for : the men
aboard the ¢hartered yachts Sassoon
.and" Wanderlust III to be point men
for:-a- major- assault. dubbed “Oper-
ation - Lobos,™ ed - after ;. Cayo
Lobos Island, ‘whére 100 - starving
‘Haitians were once marooned until

‘the press uproar ever their plight

brought_ about their._ rescue: Rein-
“forcements - consisted of some 250
‘boat . people—mostly Haitian ., mi-
‘grantss - recruited : - from- squahd
shanties. in: Belle Glade’ and trained
by ex-special forces instructors -at
the same Everglades camps used by
Cuban and Nicaraguan exiles. &
:For :.the .:last eight f"months,
Maglmre has Jetted between Miami,
New York and Chicago, seeing Ha-
itian money men and raising $75,000
‘to finance the mission. Meanwhile,
‘Magloire’s brother, Raoul, a.New
York real estate man, shuttled mi-
‘grants in vans between Belle Glade
and the Everglades camps. - :
The initial invasion force was re-
‘cruited through ads in The Miami
‘Herald last month. “Small multina-
‘tional corporation needs...security
“help,” read one ad, which ran Feb.
“Short-term compensatxon plus
bonus.

b e e A

)from:almost 300 responses.

.Maxtm 31, a burly ex-Marine and

_{Lauderdale gas- station. owner. He,

Applicants had to furnish military}
personnel records to prove combat
specialties. Sixteen men were chosen

“One of those arrested was Robert

unemployed jet mechanic. reduced to
pumping gas to pay his $400-a-
month mortgage. Now, he’s behind
bars under $250,000 bond. “He hall%
resumes out all over town,” said his
girlfriend, Elaine Karlsen. “He just
answered the wrong ad.”

The latest of the prior attempted
Haitian invasions happened a couple
of months ago, when a small force
landed on Tortuga, an island off the
northwest coast of Haiti. According
to Haitian -officials, the invaders
“succumbed ‘to their wounds” after

- killing an undisclosed number of sol-

~diers. The alleged leader of the forcrti
\was Bernard “Sansaricq; 37,.4 Foi

e

“never landed himself:and ie’in Flor-
ida, facing. charges of* vxolatmg the
Neutrality Act. - - sy

- The-thwarted coup attempts have
badly- divided -the" Haitian. commu-
nity. For some, the- failures- have
dashed ‘dreams- of Duvalier’s over-
throw and reinforced his aura ‘of in-
vincibility. ‘But others point’ to the
attempts as evidence of bonlmg point
frustration " over . U.S. “immigtation

‘policy toward 2,100 boat people still{
imprisoned in detentlon camps here’
‘after eight months; and’ Amgrica’s
support for the dxctator‘whose re-

‘mad,” says Raoul. Maglonre, 50“ “Up
‘to a point, he believes God wants it
that way. But. keep hittig him, and
he will react.so vnolently‘ you }von t
‘believe it” B

“We. are fed up” sy Nxter Juste,
.57, a Little Haiti. book-etore owner
and community leader.. ;You donﬁ
.want us to.stay; here, and yo WOn’t
let us go home and make QU | un-
try free 80 Hanttanmwxlh’ wamtf 0 ne;g

‘turn RGNS, ,W

"’we"b ‘én.« R
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AS the Dearaggied COMManQuss—.
10 Americans (mostly Vietnam.com- 1
hat veterans), five Haitians wnd ope |
Canadian—filed into federal "tourt
after their arrests last week, Juste

sat among. 40 suppnrtersﬂw 0
sported red and blue CNLH buttons

and waved. “They are heroes,” he
insisted. “We are proud of them.”

" To avoid scrutiny, the boats were
to tie up on tiny Navasau Island, a
disputed spit of land off the coast of
Haiti frequented by drug smugglers
:and ignored by authorities. Heavy
weapons and more troope were to be
flown in on cue. .

Once the two’cabin cruisers: were
beyond the three-mile limit, the
semi-automatic weapons in the cache
of 61 assault riftes, carbines, shot-]

-guns and handguns”seized by the
Coast Guard were to be converted to
full automatic. On board, according
to law enforcement officials, there
were 17 CS gas grenades, 16,000
rounds of ammunition, copies of Sol
dier of Fortune and Survival mag-
azines and enough frozen steaks, or-
ange juice, chocolate chip cookres
and Jack Daniels to last a week. .

- Once the invaders were ashore, ,
“fifth column of 50 exiles who had
“infiltrated the country as seamen,
students and frustrated peasants
‘returning home were to come to
their aid, blowing up power plants,
‘cutting communications lines. A se-
cret password broadcast over theﬁ
tradie was to Be'thesignal. - 7> T2

_Then, the, initial assault .on an
umdénnﬁed town one hour” north of
¥Port au Prince was t6 begin~ -~ =+

o “We.weren't .going to storny:the
-pre:.;dmmal palace;? said-one. mems

_ber, seeking to combat; criticism that
only a ship of fools would attempt, to
Ytvathe Haitiv*We- weren'’t ‘that stu-]
upldem» you don’t-have to take: the
capita.to. take the -country We. were:
‘just going to take a little and let.it
“hAveE 3 Stiowball effect.” YIRS
According to the plan, sympathet—
ic army commanders were to supply
.support if the commandos could
‘hold ;the town.for 48 hours. And,
vorla. , Roland Maglmre, 46, would1
aaashay into,: towm form a new ;junta

You can’t get ahead today unless

“they were fools,” but “he later said

‘and Feturn demol:racyto Haiti. Onfy
=5t didr't 'erd that way. .
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;reporter, Weissherg said the ‘group
“was’ not-actually on its- way 'to
* Haiti~they"were headed for a para-

wviagioire nas neen plotting tor 20)
years. After joining a 1963 scheme
by army officers against Haitian
President Francois (Papa_Doc) Du-
‘valier, he fled the country. Four
years later, he'put together a mili-
tary invasion from the Bahamas, but
was )aded by Nassau -authorities be- |
fore it got off the ground. LS T
**About 30" of his men. proceeded |
anyway, landed three planes on the
northeend ofthepoorest nation” iy
the westernchemsiphere and enjoyed |
the backing of the area commander,
he. says. But, ‘according to. Magloire,
the “leaders abaqdoned theu:, men,
and fled"Magloite’s younger brother,

Maurice, was _captured and executed,

b WeJarré‘me c’brnedlé’nl""i"’ tave
people wrllmg to dle, said Roland|
Magloire, while a fellow exile- wrped
tears from his eyes.
. This time, Magloire personally
chose his "commander: three-tour
Vietnam combat veteran Weissbérg,
32, an ex-Armiy Special Forces cap-
tain with red hair and a matching
mustache ‘who said in an interview
that since’ Vietnam, life had been
“boring.” He said he was courted
over. hamburgers in- a thtle Ham
cafe.

“Where are the new frontrers"

you're born into money, or willing to
kiss a--. Even if you're an aerospace
engineer, what .can you do: except
plug computer- tapes into- .NASA
,computers? This was a new fron-
tier,” he said. He wore- an orange
jump. suit, his-new’ uniform as a
guest of the federal prison here while
.he shops_for. a lawyer to get. his
-$250,000 bond reduced. ..
In January, Weissberg moved mto
Maglorres headquarters,. began re-
cruiting his Dirty Dozen plus thrée,
bought the guns, chartered the boats
and on March 12, :told 'his men,
“Pack _your, racks. and oet ;eady to
50PN ;
. Asked if they.were- aware of the
:mrssron,,_he said; “If they. weren't,

that-at least orie-of ‘the men’ was not
aware.of the mlhtary” nature of the
operation.- 5, - el ot

In,a later mtervrew with another

military training mission on the tiny
“island of Cay Sal, about 30 mll& off

Cuba [P PR E RS R ,.L:I. fres

Un March 13, Weissberg and an-
other charter captain drove to a Co-
conut Grove marina, cranked up the

. Wanderlust. [II and--the’; Sassobn
#(rented from unwitting international
"designer Vidal Sassoon) and shoved

off. The men met the boats in Isla-
morada, spent a day snorkling, then
headed down the intercoastal water-
way and out to sea. It was rough.
The commandos. got seasick. -

Just off Sombrera Key, Werssberg
glanced over his shoulder and spied
.what appearéd- to' bé ‘a huge fi shmg
Jboat.. The: whitessmoke-stack ofta
‘Coast. Guard. cuttercameiinto viei.
‘The cutter roared by. Then came the
'order “Wanderlust, thig is the. Coast
Guard Stand by for boarding.”

53 s don't - have'sa death"wrsh de
reflected: from: prison=“But we were
willing to- die to return Haiti'to i}s
people, stop communists from taking
over after Baby Doc and rid the tax-

_payers of supportmg a despotic re- ,

‘gime. Pdd it again tomorrow)” |

: CIA-RDP90-00965R000402740003-5

o




